
City of Baltimore Announces 
Letters Sent to Home Owners in Error 
 
Letters sent to owners of properties in the Midtown, Charles Village and Waterfront Management districts.  
  
Baltimore, MD (February 10, 2009) – The City of Baltimore has determine that it 
has sent out a number of Final Bill and Legal Notices to property owners located 
in the Midtown, Charles Village and Waterfront Management districts, some of 
which may contain errors. The errors are limited to liens for Special Benefit Dis-
trict tax only. 
 
The City is currently reviewing the files to determine the extent of the billing er-
rors and will follow up with affected property owners. 
 
The errors will be corrected expeditiously.  Property owners will receive confir-
mation from the City when the errors have been corrected.  The City anticipates 
the errors will be corrected well in advance of the March advertisements of all 
properties subject to the May, 2009 Tax Sale. 
 
As soon as more information about this problem is available, the public will be 
notified. 
 
Mount Vernon in the News 
  
Hats off to the Marie Louise Bistro for the outstanding review they just received 
in the Baltimore Sun.  The food writer enjoyed the cuisine and was amazed by 
the transformation of what many Mount Vernonites still refer to as the 
“Gampy’s” building at 904 N. Charles Street.  If you have not seen the beautiful 
interior or tried this new dining hot spot, be sure to stop by, or stop back buy if 
you only visited during the “soft opening/burn-in” period.    They are open for breakfast, lunch and dinner.  
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The next general membership meeting will be held on Febru-
ary 17,  2009, at the Belvedere Hotel, lobby level.  Meetings 
begin promptly at 7:30pm.  Members and non-members are 
welcome to attend. 

Topic of discussion will be updates on 7-Eleven on Mt. Vernon 
Square, the homeless shelter,  and Leons’ liquor license trans-
fer and upgrade which will include our guest,  Mr Ron Singer, 
who will be presenting his plans for Leons and Tysons Place.   

SUBSCRIBE! 
If you are getting this newslet-
ter in the mail, you are proba-
bly missing out on important 
email newscasts, neighborhood 
alerts and early electronic de-
livery of this newsletter it-
self.  Help save a tree and con-
vert to email delivery by send-
ing an email to member-
ship@mbva.org with 
“SUBSCRIBE” in the subject 
line and your full name in the 
body.  Non-members can sign 
up for email communications 
at www.mvba.org. 
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And a terrific profile of MVBA Board member 
and restaurateur/innkeeper Sandra Lawler ap-
peared in the January 30 Examiner.  In the article, 
Sandy describes herself as an “intuitive chef” and 
her delicious creations can be enjoyed at FEAST, 
the restaurant at the Inn at Four East Madi-
son.  FEAST, truly a hidden jewel of Mount 
Vernon, is open for dinner Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday. 
  
MVBA Holiday Party 
  
With spectacular views, great food and lots of 
neighbors enjoying a chance to visit with each 
other, the MVBA’s belated holiday party on Janu-
ary 13 was a huge success.  Thanks to Sheryl De-
Walt for taking the lead in organizing a very en-
joyable night at the 13th Floor of the Belve-
dere.  Assisting Sheryl on the party committee 
were Ernest Liotti and Charlene Briddell.  Thanks 
to all for their creativity and organizational en-
ergy. 
  
BCHAA Grants 
  
Congratulations to Mount Vernon’s non-Profits 
for securing a total of $34,000 in this year’s Balti-
more City Heritage Areas Authority capitol grants 
– a full one sixth of the city total!    Receiving 
awards were:  $13,000 matching grant to MVBA 
for our own historic signage project, $8,000 to 
Friends of Mount Vernon Place to be applied to 
the Master Plan being undertaken by the new 
Mount Vernon Place Conservancy, and $13,000 
to the Eubie Blake Center 4th Floor Renovation. 
  
Your neighbors have already put us in good posi-
tion to meet the BCHAA match requirements 
which would fund a pair of signs at every inter-
section in the Mount Vernon CHAP district 
(basically Hamilton to Mount Royal, Howard to 
Guilford).   As you can see from the list below, 
this project has wide support not only at the city 
level, but right here with our residents, businesses 
and institutions – all of whom understand the 
value this will provide in raising the profile of 
historic Mount Vernon. 

Donors: 
Schochor, Rederico and Staton, PA 
Mrs. Patricia Lavenstein 
Allied Contractors, Douglas K. Franz 
Julius Zulver 
John Fitpatrick 
Nancy Hall 
G. Byron Stover 
Betty Jo Bowman 
Rebekah Kennedy 
Jenkins Baer Associates Inc. 
Ernest Liotti 
Chase Court, David Egan 
Barry Leibowitz & Kenn Hobbs 
Emmanuel Episcopal Church, Vince Lowe 
Liebmann and Shively P.A., George W. Liebmann 
Jane McConnell 
Maryland Club 
National Institute, Dr. Fred S. Berlin  
Lance Decker 
Mt. Vernon Stable and Saloon 
Professional Arts Building Partners, LLC, Ernst Valery 
The Hippo, Chuck Bowers 
Graham Brent & Karen Miller 
Neal's the Hair Studio & Day Spa, Joe Pitta                            
Victor Madorsky and Yuko ARita 
Darren McGregor 
Peabody Court Hotel, Bibi Hackshaw 
Dr. Marianne Githens 
George W. Johnston 
Michael Robertson 
Ellen & John Molino 
Investment Counselors of Maryland LLC 
Ramax Realty Co. Inc 
Eva & Rob Higgins 
Steve Johnson 
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UNDERGROUND 
PARKING 

Charles & Centre Sts. 
$125.00/month 

 
Westminster House  

Apartments 

Call:   410-837-0180 
www.westminsterhouseapts.org  

Homeless Resource Center: 

By strong consensus of the MVBA General Membership 
and unanimous support of the MVBA Board of Direc-
tors, MVBA is entering into a Memorandum of Under-
standing with the City in support of the proposed Home-
less Resource Center (HRC) at 620 Fallsway.  We all 
owe great deal to the professionalism and hard work of 
our Ad Hoc committee led by, Shawn Terrell who took 
this up last March when the city first approached us with 
the plan, as well as to the Administration who worked 
equally hard to mitigate and offset impacts.  Yesterday’s 
Sun article gives just some of the detail, but overlooks 
many important factors as outlined in Shawn’s letter-to-
the-editor.   Additional concessions include a tie to per-
manent housing opportunities so that the HRC never 
becomes just a “warehouse”, and we will continue to 
work on further issues such as green-space for the shel-
ter.   We expect to receive the draft MOU from the City 
soon and will publish it online once it is signed. 

Leons/Tyson’s Place 

There is an application at the liquor board for a transfer 
of ownership of an existing LBD7 license at Tyson’s 
Place/Leons.  The application also includes a request to 
add live entertainment in Tyson’s Place and expand the 
operation of Leons into the second floor. Mr. Singer, the 
applicant, has agreed to attend the February 17th general 
membership meeting to present his plans and take ques-
tions from the audience.   

The community in the immediate area surrounding Le-
ons has some serious concerns regarding this application 
and is currently opposing the application for live enter-
tainment and the expansion.  Transfers of ownership are 
generally automatic and only require a conference hear-
ing.  However, the two additional requests will require a 
public hearing whose date has not yet been determined.  
MVBA will broadcast the hearing date via E-Link e-
mail when the date is determined.  
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

To contact members by phone, call MVBA’s main number 
410-528-1919 and select the desired extension from the  menu. 
 
Officers 
President ...................... Jason Curtis ............ president@mvba.org 
Vice President.............. Paul Warren ............vicepresident@mvba.org 
Treasurer...................... Brian Coleman........ treasurer@mvba.org 
Secretary...................... Philippa Strydom ....secretary@mvba.org  
Corr. Secretary............. Robert Beachy ....... CorrSecretary@mvba..org  
 
Committees 
Architectural Review.....Steven Shen........... (arc@mvba.org)  
Sanitation.......................Sandy Lawler 
Property Stewardship.....Barbara Jean Gilbert 
Liquor ............................Steve Johnson 
Zoning ...........................Paul Warren 
Marketing ......................Regina Minniss ..... (rminniss@cbmove.com) 
Development..................Paul Warren 
Safety.............................Gary Oldenburg..... (safety@mvba.org) 
Membership...................Susan Warren ........ (membership@mvba.org) 
Parking...........................Pam Stewart 
 
Of Counsel ........ Laura Giantris ....... (council@mvba.org) 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Interested in news from the Midtown 
Community Benefits District?  Use the 

following link to subscribe to the MCBD 
e-mail newsletter. 

www.midtowncommunity.org/home.html 
 

Get the City’s attention! 
Use 311 

Appointed Members: 
Gary Oldenburg 
Stan Keyser 
Kenn Hobbs 
Ex-officio Members 
Steve Johnson 
Jack Dana 
J.J. Pecora 
Mary Ann Henderson 

Board Members 
Petula Nash 
Barbara Jean Gilbert 
Sandy Lawler 
Kendra Whitlock Ingram  
Ernest Liotti  
David Wiesand  

Historic Mt. Vernon/Belvedere 


